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Read the Text Version 

 

2019 

 
Nov. 17: 

• The first person is infected—a 55-year-old from Hubei Province—according to the South 

China Morning Post, citing government documents. 

Dec. 1: 

• The earliest documented patient, a man in his 70s who was bedridden from a stroke, falls 

ill. He has no connection with the Wuhan seafood market. This case is one week earlier 

than the official account, which says the first patient appeared on Dec. 8. 

Mid-December: 

• First evidence appears of human-to-human transmission among close contacts, according 

to a Jan. 29 study. 

A 

patient assisted by medical staff members wearing protective clothing to help stop the spread of a 
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https://www.scmp.com/news/china/society/article/3074991/coronavirus-chinas-first-confirmed-covid-19-case-traced-back
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deadly virus which began in the city, as he gets off an ambulance in Wuhan in China’s central 

Hubei province, on Jan. 26, 2020. (STR/AFP via Getty Images)  

Dec. 27: 

• A Chinese lab sequences most of the virus genome from samples from a 65-year-old 

patient, and reports the findings to Wuhan health officials and state-affiliated Chinese 

Academy of Medical Sciences. 

Dec. 30: 

• Dr. Li Wenliang of Wuhan shares the report with his former medical school classmates 

on WeChat, warning them to take precautionary measures. 

• Later that day, Wuhan Central Hospital transmits a notice from the Wuhan Health 

Commission that warns health workers not to spread information about the “unknown 

pneumonia,” or face potential penalties. 

• Wuhan Health Commission issues an urgent notice, asking hospitals to report any 

“pneumonia patients with unknown causes.” 

Dec. 31: 

• Wuhan Health Commission confirms 27 cases of an unknown pneumonia disease, but 

said it was “preventable and controllable.” It also says that there have been no infections 

of health workers, and no apparent evidence that the disease can spread between people. 

Chinese authorities notify the World Health Organization (WHO) about the outbreak. 

• Taiwan Centres for Disease Control (CDC) start monitoring passengers arriving from 

Wuhan. 

A 

computer image created by Nexu Science Communication together with Trinity College in 

Dublin, shows a model structurally representative of a betacoronavirus, the type of virus linked 

to the Wuhan COVID-19 outbreak, shared with Reuters on Feb. 18, 2020. (NEXU Science 

Communication/via Reuters)  
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2020 

 
Jan. 1: 

• A Hubei Provincial Health Commission official tells a genomics company to stop testing 

virus samples and to destroy all existing samples. 

Jan. 2: 

• Government-run Wuhan virology lab obtains the full virus genome. This information is 

not made public until seven days later. 

• The PLA Naval University of Engineering in Wuhan, a military university, bans entry to 

visitors whose body temperature is over 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit, according to a leaked 

internal notice. 

Jan 3: 

• Local police call in Li and reprimand him for “rumor-mongering.” 

• The National Health Commission issues a notice to researchers to hand over virus 

samples to designated pathogen detection agencies or destroy them. 

Jan. 5: 

• Taiwan CDC starts monitoring all individuals who had travelled to Wuhan over the last 

14 days in case they have illness symptoms. 

Honour guards perform Taiwan national flag lowering ceremony at Liberty Square, as the spread 

of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) continues, in Taipei, Taiwan, on April 1, 2020. (Ann 

Wang/Reuters)  

Jan. 7: 

• Li contracts the virus while treating an infected patient. He later dies of the virus on Feb. 

7. 

https://archive.is/untHJ
http://web.archive.org/web/20200320140355/http:/www.whiov.ac.cn/kyjz_105338/202002/t20200203_5496985.html
http://archive.is/Vk2G0
https://www.theepochtimes.com/fourth-chinese-doctor-at-same-hospital-as-wuhan-whistleblower-dies-from-coronavirus_3265042.html
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• Chinese leader Xi Jinping gets involved in response by issuing the first containment 

order. This isn’t made public until February. 

Jan. 9: 

• WHO “advises against the application of any travel or trade restrictions on China.” 

• Xu Jianguo, a lead expert in the response team, tells Chinese state media that researchers 

mapped the full virus sequence two days earlier, and believe it’s a new coronavirus. 

Jan. 11: 

• Chinese health authorities share the genome sequence with the WHO. 

A 

tv grab taken from the World Health Organization website shows WHO Chief Tedros Adhanom 

Ghebreyesus delivering a virtual news briefing on the CCP virus at the WHO headquarters in 

Geneva on March 23, 2020. (AFP via Getty Images)  

Jan. 11: 

• Chinese health authorities share the genome sequence with WHO. 

Jan. 13: 

• Thailand confirms its first infection—a Chinese tourist who traveled from Wuhan—in the 

first known case outside China. 

Jan. 14: 

• The WHO says that Chinese authorities had found no clear evidence of human-to-human 

transmission. It also notes “limited human-to-human transmission, potentially among 

families” is possible. 

Jan. 15: 

• The first confirmed U.S. patient, a man from Washington state, returns from Wuhan. 

• Chinese officials say that the risk of human-to-human infection is low. 

Jan. 21: 

http://archive.is/WeBao
http://web.archive.org/web/20200117070435/https:/twitter.com/WHO/status/1217043229427761152
https://www.theepochtimes.com/who-warns-that-new-viral-pneumonia-in-china-may-spread-from-human-to-human_3203964.html
https://www.theepochtimes.com/us-boosts-alert-levels-for-travel-to-china-as-viral-pneumonia-stirs-global-panic_3211702.html
https://img.theepochtimes.com/assets/uploads/2020/03/23/tedros-2-1200x800.jpg
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• First case of infection reported in Taiwan. The government changes border control 

procedures. People travelling from high-risk areas undergo mandatory quarantine at 

home for 14 days. Government announces a ban on the export of face masks. 

• Canadian Health Minister Patty Hajdu confirms there are no plans to impose travel 

restrictions on travellers from China. 

Jan. 22: 

• Canada announces passengers arriving at major airports will undergo additional 

questioning to find out if they have travelled to Wuhan. People showing symptoms are 

asked to voluntarily self-isolate for 14 days. 

Travellers are seen wearing masks at the international arrivals area at the Toronto Pearson 

Airport in Toronto, Canada, on Jan. 26, 2020. (Cole Burston/AFP via Getty Images)  

Jan. 23: 

• Wuhan imposes a lockdown. By then, around 5 million people had left the city without 

being screened for the virus. A March study estimates 86 percent of all infections were 

undocumented prior to the Jan. 23 travel restrictions. 

Jan. 25: 

• Canada’s first case of infection is reported in a man in Toronto who had recently 

travelled to Wuhan. 

Jan. 27: 

• Authorities in Hubei Province say they will free up 100,000 hospital beds for patients. 

• Wuhan Mayor Zhou Xianwang concedes that disclosures of the outbreak were not timely, 

but attempts to shift blame to the central government, saying he needed permission from 

higher-ups before releasing information. 

• Beijing extends the New Year holiday to Feb. 2 and closes schools indefinitely. 

https://science.sciencemag.org/content/early/2020/03/13/science.abb3221
https://www.theepochtimes.com/100000-hospital-beds-to-be-added-in-hubei-china-ground-zero-of-coronavirus-outbreak_3217726.html
https://www.theepochtimes.com/wuhan-mayor-admits-wrongdoing-but-pushes-blame-on-beijing-for-mishandling-viral-outbreak-crisis_3218297.html
https://www.theepochtimes.com/beijing-extends-holiday-as-conoravirus-death-toll-rises-to-81_3217180.html
https://img.theepochtimes.com/assets/uploads/2020/01/28/travelers-at-Canada-airport-1200x800.jpg
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• Taiwan combines individuals’ past 14-day travel history with their health card, enabling 

the tracking of individuals at high risk because of recent travel to affected areas. 

Jan. 28: 

• Taiwan requires all those travelling from China to go into mandatory quarantine. 

Soldiers from military chemical units take part in a drill organized by the New Taipei City 

government to prevent the spread of the COVID-19 coronavirus, in the Xindian District of New 

Taipei, Taiwan, on March 14, 2020. (Sam Yeh/AFP via Getty Images)  

Jan. 30: 

• The WHO declares the outbreak a global health emergency. WHO Director-General 

Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus says “WHO doesn’t recommend, and actually opposes, 

any restrictions for travel and trade or other measures against China,”while also praising 

China for its response to the outbreak. 

Jan. 31: 

• The United States declares a public health emergency, imposes travel restrictions on 

those who have been in China in the past 14 days. 

Feb. 3: 

• A spokesperson for Beijing’s foreign ministry praises Canada for not imposing travel 

restrictions on China, while rebuking the United States for its travel restrictions. 

Feb. 5: 

• In response to questions from opposition MPs on travel restrictions, Canada’s Chief 

Public Health officer Dr. Theresa Tam reiterates that “WHO advises against any kind of 

travel and trade restrictions.” She adds that “having measures that very negatively affect a 

certain country that’s trying very hard to do its best can impede whether this country in 

the future will ever share anything transparently with others. China posted the virus 

https://img.theepochtimes.com/assets/uploads/2020/03/15/GettyImages-1207078120-1200x800.jpg
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genome very quickly. What are they getting out of it? I think the idea is to support 

China.” 

Chief Public Health Officer Theresa Tam speaks during a news conference in Ottawa on March 

26, 2020. (The Canadian Press/Adrian Wyld)  

Feb. 6: 

• Over 50 countries, including Taiwan, Australia, and the United States have announced 

travel restrictions on China. 

• A Chinese spokesperson lashes out at countries restricting travel over the outbreak, 

saying “we deplore and oppose those countries who went against WHO’s professional 

recommendations.” 

Feb. 9: 

• Foreign Affairs Minister François-Philippe Champagne’s department announces that 

Canada has deployed 16 tonnes of personal protective equipment such as masks and 

gloves to China. 

Feb. 17: 

• Canada’s Health Minister Patty Hajdu says “China has been very open. Now some will 

say, ‘Were they open enough?’ and ‘How fast were they open?’ But what we know is that 

within a week or so they were letting the World Health Organization and therefore all of 

the partner countries know that they had an outbreak on their hands.” 

https://img.theepochtimes.com/assets/uploads/2020/03/29/22994324-1200x745.jpg
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Health Minister Patty Hajdu speaks during Question Period in the House of Commons in Ottawa 

on Dec. 10, 2019. (The Canadian Press/Adrian Wyld)  

Feb. 29: 

• WHO reiterates that it advises “against the application of travel or trade restrictions to 

countries experiencing COVID-19 outbreaks.” 

March 13: 

• Ottawa announces that international flights will be limited to specific airports. 

• Canadian Health Minister Patty Hajdu says, “Canadians think we can stop this at the 

border. But what we see is a global pandemic, which means that border measures are 

highly ineffective and, in some cases, can create harm. We see that in countries that had 

the worst expressions, the tightest borders.” 

• Prime Minister Justin Trudeau says, “A number of weeks ago, in the beginnings, there 

was discussions on whether or not we should entirely close our borders to China the way 

the United States did. We did not, and we were able to manage it in a way that allowed 

for control and non-spread of the virus, that gives us confidence that our public health 

officials are giving us the right recommendations for Canada.” 

March 16: 

• Canada severely restricts international flights, refusing entry to international visitors and 

allowing only Americans, diplomats, and flight crews. 

https://img.theepochtimes.com/assets/uploads/2019/12/20/22296342-1200x950.jpg
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Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau speaks during a news conference on COVID-19 

situation in Canada from his residence in Ottawa, Canada, on March 23, 2020. (Dave Chan / 

AFP via Getty Images)  

March 18: 

• Canada and United States announce the closure of the border to nonessential traffic. 

• U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo says the Chinese Communist Party covered up 

details about the virus outbreak, warning that a similar situation could unfold “if we don’t 

get to the bottom of this.” 

March 22: 

• Ontario doctors and nurses report a shortage of personal protective equipment for health 

workers, calling it “an urgent priority.” 

April 2: 

• Canada’s Health Minister Patty Hajdu says Ottawa has no reason to believe Beijing’s 

infection and death rates are falsified, and adds that Canada relies on WHO to coordinate 

the collection of data from various countries. When a reporter asks whether WHO’s 

numbers can be trusted if China’s aren’t reliable, she accuses the reporter of fuelling 

conspiracy theories. 

April 7: 

• U.S. President Donald Trump criticizes the WHO for being “too China-centric,” and says 

the United States will withhold funding to WHO. “The W.H.O. really blew it. For some 

reason, funded largely by the United States, yet very China centric. We will be giving 

that a good look. Fortunately I rejected their advice on keeping our borders open to China 

early on. Why did they give us such a faulty recommendation?” Trump said in a tweet. 

 

Bowen Xiao, Eva Fu, Cathy He, and Omid Ghoreishi contributed to this report.  
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